
Advent Hope 
 
Sunday 22nd November – Isaiah 9.2-7   Wonderful Counsellor 
 
Welcome  
Share a time when you’ve received good advice from an expert? 
 
Worship 
In a confusing world it is good to have a place to go to find the truth 
that sets us free. Give thanks to God for his Holy Spirit poured out 
through Jesus because of His life, death and resurrection. Use a song, 
perhaps Beautiful Saviour by Stuart Townend, to praise God. 
 
Word  
Read Isaiah 9.2-7; a great passage to focus on this Advent. 
1. This winter may be one of the hardest that many of us have 

faced. But here we have the promise that the people who walk in 
darkness will see a great light. What difference does the light of 
Jesus, see verse 2, make for you in these days? 

2. There is a general agreement that we fail to talk about death. This 
pandemic has forced us to recognise that death is all around us. 
How can the light of Jesus bring comfort to those facing death? 

3. Look at John 14.15-16. Are we open to the counsel of the Holy 
Spirit? How can we make more room for Him in our lives? 

4. Jesus is the wonderful counsellor who guides us through times of 
trial. Share some of His words that have helped you recently. Pray 
for one another that these words would stay with you in the 
week ahead. 

Witness 
Jesus said that those who mourn will be comforted. Pray for an 
opportunity to bring a word of light and hope to someone you meet 
in the coming week. 

 
Sunday 29th November – Isaiah 9.2-7   Mighty God 
 
Welcome  
Share one thing that would change if God ruled our nation? 
 
Worship 
When we see God in all his Glory we can’t help but worship him. Give 
thanks that He is mighty in so many ways. Spend time in silence 
before the awesome God who chose to send His son to die for us. 
Pray that we would know the power of Jesus’ Holy Spirit at work in 
our lives in each and every day. 
 
Word  
Read Isaiah 9.2-7; today we’re looking at verse 3 more closely. 
1. Our mighty God is the creator and sustainer of the universe. We 

all take for granted the wonder of creation. Are there ways that 
you’ve noticed the world around you more in this pandemic?  

2. Even though these words were written in a time of fearful gloom 
they recognise the power of God. The prophet recognises that it 
is God who brought blessings to the people. How can we share 
this message today? Would people listen? 

3. As we recognise that God is mighty we can find reasons to rejoice 
even in the times of trial. Do you think that God has increased 
your joy? How do we rejoice before Him? 

4. By bringing our lives before the Lord Almighty we can allow him 
to be in charge of the things beyond our control. Pray that you 
would each be able to leave the big plans for what lies ahead to 
God. Pray for peace for those who are struggling. 

Witness 
Finding joy in the middle of a pandemic is a sign of God at work 
within us. How might we show this joy, that comes from God, to 
those around us? Pray for an opportunity to bring joy to someone 
else in the next week. 



Sunday 6th December – Isaiah 9.2-7 Everlasting Father  
 
Welcome  
What one attribute would you associate with a good father? 
 
Worship 
God is a good father who longs for us to know His presence and His 
peace. As we wait in Advent for the revealing of the Son let us 
worship the Father who sent him into the world. Find a song that 
speaks of God as Father. Give thanks for His goodness to us. 
 
Word  
In Isaiah 9.2-7 this week we will look this week at verse 4. 
1. Midian was one of the surrounding nations who threatened the 

people of God as they settled into the promised land. Their 
dramatic defeat comes because of God’s intervention. You can 
read the full story in Judges chapter 7. A loving father protects his 
children. How do you feel protected today?  

2. These enemies of God’s people oppressed them and made their 
lives a misery. Our loving heavenly Father came in the form of 
Jesus to set us free. Look at Matthew 11.28-29. How do the two 
passages fit together in Jesus? 

3. In these days we all might feel a bit oppressed by the Covid-19 
restrictions. How has trusting in the goodness of God helped you 
as you’ve journeyed through this odd year?  

4. Times of struggle can bring families closer together as they learn 
to rely on one another. Pray that you would each find strength in 
knowing that we have a good Father who is watching over us. 

Witness 
It can be challenging to speak of God as an everlasting father in days 
when families are often dysfunctional and broken. But a faithful 
father is still a powerful image. Pray for the chance to share with 
someone in this week the difference it makes to you to have a loving 
heavenly father. 

Sunday 13th December Isaiah 9.2-7  Prince of Peace  
 
Welcome  
How would you draw a picture of peace, what does it look like? 
 
Worship 
Jesus came to leave with us a peace that passes all understanding. 
Give thanks for the peace that we can know when we trust and 
believe in Him. Pray for one another to be filled with the Holy Spirit 
who brings this peace into our lives. 
 
Word  
Read Isaiah 9.2-7 as we dwell on verses 5 and 6.  
1. In verse 5 the prophet uses pictures of violence being burnt up as 

a sign of the end of wars and conflicts. For most of humanity’s 
history war has been an ever present reality.  Can you ever 
imagine a time when wars cease completely?  

2. The key to make this happen is the birth of a child. The arrival of a 
baby is always a chance to stop in awe and wonder. Notice he is 
given. In what other ways does this child fit with our Lord Jesus? 

3. John Lennon famously protested for peace by staying in bed. Do 
you think that we will find peace by stopping things or by starting 
things? What role does Jesus have to play in this? 

4. The prince of peace must come and reign in us. Share how you 
find peace with Jesus. What helps you to rest in His peace? Pray 
for one another to know that peace deeply within you in a new 
way. 

Witness 
Christmas, for all the promise that it brings, can also be a time of 
conflict and tension. Pray for peace in all families this Christmas.  
Is there any way that you could spread a 
little peace to those around you in the 
next couple of weeks?  


